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Ioun 14:chap. x yerſe. 


Let not your hearts be troubled, ye beleeye 
_—_ belee've gd in Me. 


£Oly-c menas they be. trees 

of righteouſneſſe, and 

deſire to be fruirfull at 

all times, ſo moſt eſpe- 

cially towards their | 

F© V4 > end, having buta ſhort | 
timetolive in the world, they. be willing 
d [cayethe world with a good {avour; lo. 
twas with [acob; ſo with - Moſes, : as: ap-/ 
ares in his excellent Song made before: 
lis death; you may ſee-itin \ King Salomon 
ind David beforetheir deaths, bur eſpeci-| 
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| ally in ourSavieur, The nearer to heaven 
| the more heavenly minded, when grace 
| and glory arc ready to joyne, the one to be 
{wallowed up of the other, then grace is 
moſt glorious. Allthe paſſages of Chriſt 
are comfortable, but none more comforta- 
ble then thoſe Sermons of his, thatwere 
[delivered a lircle before his death ; of all 
wordsthar come from loving men to thoſe 
they love, ſuch are moſt xemarkable as be 
ſpoken when they be ready to dic, becauſe 
then men are meſt {crious, they being a- 
bout the moſt ſerious buſineſſe: then they 
bee wiſeſt, and beftablerojudge : for the 
E conſideration of their end makes them 
_ | wiſe. And therefore ſayth God, Ob chat my! 
[11 people were wiſe 10 conſider their” latter | 
ond. And, Teach mee to number my dayes,| 
H ' thae 1 may apply my beart to wiſedome , lay | 
| | Moſe s. Andindeed there is no wiledome 
to that : for it teacheth men to paſſe aright| 
judgement uponall things in the world: | 
they be no longerdrunke with the prolpe- 


th of the world, ny be no longer "% 
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The fri Sermon, 
d with opinion , bur they paſſean eſti-| 

vation of things as they are. I 
Belides,, loveat that time is eſpecially 
kton worke, Thereforc our bleſſed Savi- 
cur being-novy to offer himlelfe a ſacrifice | 
on the Crofle, he ſweetly delivereth chele 
words before his departure, Lee #0? your 
learts be tronbled : Let us heare them there- 
fore, as the dying words of our Saviour, 
tohis Diſciples, and in his Diſciples to us 
all, as in the x7 of Saint Jobs, Tpray not for 
thew onely, but for all ſuch 4s (ball beleeve in | 


#e, through their word, for his comforts 
concerne us all, as his prayers did, 

| This Chapter is ſweetly mixt of com- 
forts, counſels, and gratious promiſes, bur | . 
eſpecially it affords marter of comfort: | 
[mark who it is that gives this comfort, our | 
| bleſſed Saviour; And at what time, when 


he was to {acrifice himſelfe. 
' What admirable love, and care, and 
Pitie is in this mercifull high Prieſt ofours, | 
[that ſhould ſothinkeof comforting his diſ- 
ciples, as to forget himſclfe, and his owne| 
| B2 approach-| 
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approaching death ;Itisthenature of loy, 
ſo to do, and we ſhould-imitateour bleſſed 
Saviour-in it. +you:ſee how he labouret 
to ſtrengthen them eſpecially towards: hiy 
end, he knewthey would then needit mot; 
_ {andtherfore he endeavourcth by all means 
{to ſtrengthen them both by counſell, a 
here by the Paſſeover, andbyanewlyin 

ſituted Sacraments | 77 

Bue what need we wonder at this in our 
bleſſed Saviour who o regarded us, ashe 
left heaven, took ournature;becameman; 
put himſelfe under the Law, became Wi: 
{finne. 

The words containe a difiwaſion from 
over-much trouble; andthen a direQionto 
belcevein God, and Chrift,comforts mult 
be founded on ſtrong reaſons ; For weare| 
reaſonable and underſtanding” creatures; | 
and God works on us anſwerably to out] 
principles, He ſtayes our ſpirits by reaſons 
ſtronger then the grievance, For whatis| 
| |comtort, burthac which eſtabliſherh and] 
upholds the ſoule againſtthat evill which 
is feared or felt , from a greater ſircngth of | 


I” *” at at tl 
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ſon which overmaſireth the evill. If 
hegrievance bee but eyen with the com. 
fort, then the conſolation workes not: but 
Chriſts comfortsare ofan higher nature, 
ken any troublecan be, for hee not onely 
lſwades from trouble, but alſo perſwades 
l confidence, Be of good comfort, I bave 0= 
ercome the world. | 
The occaſion of this omſlirgiog them, 
ad of. remooving their diſcouragements 
wa this © Inthe former Chapter, hee bad | 
old them, that he ſhould leavethem, and 
on ſhould'leave him,che beſt of them 
ul, even Peger ſhould take offence at him, 
| and denic him, and that all the reſt ſhould | 
ave him ; From whence they mighr ga- | 
ther , thatthe approaching trouble tbould 
great, That ſhouldcauſe Pererto deny 
im, and chem all to forſake himz/ And 
liehce, muſt needes ariſe: great ſcandalls, 
Dur Saviour ſaw by thepower of his God- | 
kad, into their hearts, and like enough, in 
lir lookeshee ſaw'aſpirit of diſcourage- 


ent ſeyzing on them, for his departure, | 
% B -o and 
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T he firſt Sermon. 
and Perers fall, their forſaking of him, and 
the perſecutions that would follow. And 
therefore Chriſt diſcerning this dejeQion 
of their ſpirits,he raylerh them by this, Le 
not your bearss be troubled, The heavenly 
Phyfirion of our ſoules applieth then the 
remedy when itis theficteſt ſeaſon, 
There was ſome good in their trouble; 
ſomerhing naturally, and ſomething ſpiri 
tually good. There was ground of naturall 
troubleat the departure of fach a friend , ail 
|che hearing of ſach perſecutions ; For weef®> 
are fle{h,not Rteele,and inthatſence,Ctniithy” 
was troubled himſelfe to ſhevy the trurhin”" 
| | of his manhood: nay trouble is the ſealo-W'” 
_ [ning of all heavenly comforts,  ſoas there 
were no comforts if there were no trouble: 
| | andtherefore this nacurall trouble was not 
| diſallowedby Chriſt. There was likewilci 
| ſomething ſpiritually good,inthis trouble, 
* [they loved their Maſter; who they fas 
was going away; And they knew it was a8 * 
ſhamefull thing for them to forſake him: 


there was love in them towards him , 
| this 
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T be firſt Sermon. - 
this while, Chriſt could diſceine gold in| 
are, ſome goodin a great dealeof ith; and | 
therefore loved them againe, and manifeRt- 
& it by comforting them, Let nor your 
earns be groubled : Fhey were right in this 
principle, that all comfort depends on the 
relence of Chriſt, And ſo the maine 
found of che forrow was good, For as all 
beavenly light, and heat, and influence 
comes from the Sunne, jt being all gather- 
edinto that body: ſoall heavenly comfort 
s gathered into Chriſt,and therefore muſt | 
cometous from Chriſts preſence , bodily 
or ſpiritually. Their errour was in tying all 
comfort to a bodily, acorporall prefence, 
As if it vwyere neceflary for the Sunto come 
downe and abide upon the earth, to beſtow | 
its heat and influence; and therefore hetels 
em, that though he wasto goe away,yct 
hewould ſend another comforter, the ho- 
y Ghoſt, 
| And then they were overcome by an | 
oPinion,rthar it would go worſe with them 


#hen Chriſt was gone : therefore Ehriſt | 
celleth 
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-$ | T he firſt Sermon, 

{tellech them that it ſhould bee berter fof 

them, and indeed it was better ; Chriſt di 
not take away his bleſlcd preſence for thei 
diſadvantage, but for their good, Gab 
ver takes anything from his children, | 
he maketh it up in a betcer kinde. If Ch if 
takes away his bodily preſence , he leavett 
his ſpirituall preſence , and more abun 
dantly.. 
So that though they were led with ſen 
ſible things and what they ſaw not, they 
could hardly belecye,, yer Chriſt lookss tc 
what is good inthem, andacceprsie-;h 
ſaw what was naught inthem,witha par 
poſe to. purge it, what was naturally weal 
inthem to ſtrengthen ir, and therefore hee 


| counſels chem , Let not your hearts bee frow: 
bled. 


The thing that 1 will frſt FEM out 
of the words, is, Thar the beſt Chriſtians 
are lubje& to betroubled,to be penfive;an 
| dej ofted more then ſhould be. - 
| Jaiked our Saviour Chriſt himſelf wa 
troubled, buthis trouble was like the ſha- 


king 
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The firſt Sermon, 
JL king of cleare water in a chriſtall olaſle. 
WThere was no muddein the bottome; bue| 
our trouble'is of another kinde, and apt to 
beinordinate, | 

We may-carry this-truth through the | 
whole Scripture, and ſhew how Hannah 
was in birterneſle of ſpirit which exceeded 
o,that Elia good man miſtakes her, ſup-. 
hoſing that the was overcome with 
drinke, 
| Hexekiah a good King vvavin ſuch bir 
ethefle; that like a crane or: ſwallow he | 
(didchatter” And Davidcomplained that 
his ſpirit vwy4s over-whelmed within him, 
And Ionab cries out, that he was in the bel. 
le of hell;- © + 

And God will haveit o,partly forcon- 
formiry to our head ;and partly that we 
[may be known roour ſelves, thatwe may 
\diſcerneWhere our weaknelle lycth;and fo 
de better inſtruQed to ſecke to' him in 
|whom our ſtrength lyeth- 

He ſuffers us likewiſe to be troubled for 
the preventing of ſpirituall ſinnes , pride, 


i 
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and (ecurity,and the like, 
| Andpartly in regardof others,that we 
| may be pitrifull ; Chriſt. was. manor this! 
| | end,thathemightbea merciful high Prieſt, 
and. we have much more need to know 
and feele the infirmitics that are in our 
felves, that we may be mercifullto others; 
that we may not be harfh and-cenſorious 
upon the troubles of others; from want of 
. | which conſideration proceeded Eljesraſh- 
| nefſe in paſling that cenſure upon Hawnub, 
- 'Buthow-ſhall we know that our hearts 
- | axe morettoubledthen they ſhould be?For | th 
Llay this fora grounds That we may ſinne 
in being over-muchtroubled, atthings for 
which it isa ſinne not to be mack z If! 
they had not beene at all affe&ed withthe| 
abſence of Chriſt; it had beencaſinne,and 
 [nolcfle then upidity;yetit was their ſinne 
_ [to beavermuch troubled, Ina wordthere- 
| forefor anſwer; a trouble is ſinfull,whenit| 
| hinders us in dutio, or from duty ; when it | 
1 hinders: us in duties ro-God,orto others. 


Or from __ chat is, when the ſoulc is 
_<difurdes d 
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4turbed by it, and like an Inſtrument ouc| 
of rune, made fir for nothing, or like a 
imbeour of joynt, that moves, not onely | 
uncomelily,bur painfully, & becemes unfir 
for ation; when we findechis in our trou- 
ble, we may know it is not as it ſhould 


There be ſome affeQions eſpecially that 
zecauſes of over much trouble, feare of 
evils ro come, ſorrow for evils that at pre- 
ſent ſeize on us, Nov whentheſedohin- 
der us from duty , or trouble us in dutic, 
they be exorbicant and irregular. 

Naturally affeQions ſhould be helps to 
duty, they being the winde that carry the | | 
foule on, and the ſpirituall wings of the 
foule: fo that a man without afteQions is | | 
like the dead ſea, that moves not at all, But 
then they muſt be regulated, and ordercd, | 
they muſt be raiſed up , and laid downe, 
at the command of a ſpirituallunderſian- | 
ding : when they be raiſed up of them: 
ſelves, by (ballow and falſe conceits, and | 
opinions, they beirregular, when they be | 


C 2 railed 
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raiſed. up by a right judgement of thingy, 
and laid. downe againe when they ought 
to be, then they are right and orderly, 
Now beſidesthe hurt that is inluch af. 
fetions themſelves, Sathan loves to fiſh! 
\in theſe troubled waters. The affcRions 
{arenever ſtirred and raiſed up irregularly, 
and exorbitantly , but Sathan joynes with 
them. And therefore we have need to keep 
our affe&ions of griefe and fcare within 
their duc bounds : Sathan is a-curious ob- 
ſerver of anyexceſle inqur paſſions , | and 
injuſt correion( toſpeake the mildeſt of 
it) God lets looſe Sathan to ioyne with 
that exceſſe. And therefore the Apoſtle 
ſaith wiſely, Letnotthe Sunne go downe | 
upon your wrath, neither give placetothe| 
|Devill, becauſe: as ſoone as ever we give 
| |way to anyexceſle of affeRion, Sathan | 
fiſhesin theſe waters, and ioynes withthat 
exceſſe, He being a ſpirit of darkneſle, || 
loves. to.dyycll-in the. foule;when it is in 
darknefle. And therefore when it, is cloud- 
ed by paſſien (as all paſſions beyond _ ; 
4 ue\i 
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due meaſure. areas cloudsthat darken the 
oule) Sachanthatworks indarknefſe,then 
ſeizes on the ſoule preſently, 

That was Sauls calc, he was envious at | 
David: being of a proud and haughty ſpi- 
it, that' could: not:endure competition: 
and Sathan took his time to work on him, 
And therefore it is-laid he was troubled 
vith an evilt ſpirit. ny Lago 

But trouble of Spirit is too largean Ar- 
2ument , 1 will-not now rand, upon it, 
onely I will ſhew that we ſhould not yeeld 
toexceſlc of troubleany way, And the 
reaſons are: y 

Firſt, ve wrong our owne ſelves when 
ve give way to griefe and: ſorrovy; that is 
Immoderate and inordinate ; The ſoule is 
a5 it were put out of joyat by itz we make 
ations difficule unto us,the wheeles of the 
ouleare thereby taken off; joy and com- 
fort are as it were oyle to the foule, And 
therefore Nebemiab ſairh,, The joy of the 
Lord is your ſtrength ; whea thereforewe 


vive way to feare, and griefe,and ſuch pal- 
= Cs fions 
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| 


\ _ | preſtdowneanddeieRed,a Chriftianis not 
in his right minde, in his ducand proper 
frame. - 


. 


| | hindered of much comfort and enlarge. 
| ment ; jioyenlargeth the ſoule, burgriefe 
- | ſtrengtheneth it : .comfort raiſeth up the 


ſhould cake heed thar the ſoule be not thus | 
we to God, it proceeding from a miſtake 


|alwayes ioyned marmuring and dilcon- | 


fions,it weakeneth che ſoule inaion.And i 
then againe they are as it were a cloud be. 
twixt Gods love, and us, and fo the feule is 


ſoule, gticfe and ſorrow weigh downe the 
ſoule. A Chriſtian ſhould be of a ſtraight, 
upright, and enlarged ſpirit, When there- 
fore the ſpirit is ſtreightened , when it is 


Beſides, if we regard God himlelte, we | 


diftempered:for by over much ſorrovy and 


gricfe what a great deale of diſhonour do | 


of his goodneſſe and providence? And 
with over much feare and ſorrow , there is 


tent, and a ſpirit unſubdued-to God, and 
his Spicir, There is a wronging as of bis 
carein providence, ſoofhis gratiouſpeſlc 

| in 
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in his promiſes. There is a grieving of his 
good Spirit , a queſtioning of his govern- | 
ment, as if he did not diſpoſe of things as | 
he ſhould, when we will have it one way, | 
and God will have it another way, There 
is likewiſe a great dcale of pride in dejeQi-! 
ons 2nd diſcontent. The moſt diſcontent- 
d ſpirit in the world is the Devill ,, and 
20ne_prouder, It argues a great deale of 
pride, and ſullennefle to beaffeRedly fad, 
and deieQed, as if ſuch worthyand exccl- 
lent perſons as we ſhould noe be ſo afflid- 
ed:Or chere were greater cauſe for us to be 
tcicted then railed up. Whereas if we bal- 
ance our grounds of comfort (being Chri- 
ſtians) as we ſhould do, they would ap- 
peare incomparably abovethe grounds of 
our diſcouragements : ſo it is 4 wrong to 
God, and his truth, and his gracious iweet 
tovernment to yeeld to a dejeted ſullen | 
liſpoſition, 

Itis likewiſe a vyrong to others: forit| 
maketh us unfit forany office of love to | 
nem, when we plodde and pore fo much 


upon | 
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The firſt Sermon. 


uponour diſcontentments, and drink « 
our ſpirits, and cate up our hearts, irdiſa 
bles the ſoule, taking away not onely th 
ſtrength , but alſo the willingnefſe of thi 
Dale. . 7-7 5; bs It. , 
Beſides the ſcandal that it brings on Re: 
- | ligion, and the beſt wayes, as if there wer 
not enough in Religion'ro comfort the 
ſoule.. | 
But you will ſay,Religion breeds a grea 
deale of trouble, and penſiveneſſe. It is in 
deedthe ſpeech of the ſhallow people offi 
the world, Religion makes men ad. 
Anditis truethat as our Saviour Chrift 
here had made his Diſciples ſad, by telling 
them that they would leave him, andthat 
a great ſcandall would be taken at his 
Croſle, and ſhamefull ſuffering z | but yet 
| withall bids them not be' troubled , and 
gives you grounds of comfort; ſo Religion 
will make men ſadde; For it diſcovers 
truths, and-ſad truths, I but the ſameReli- 
gion will cheare them up againe, yea it caſts 
|them down,that itmayraiſethem vp. The 
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pSone in the motning raiſeth-clouds., but| w 
when-it hath irength ic ſcatters them, God | 
ntending ſolid, and ſubſtantiall comfort, 
doth firſt beget troubles, and diſcovers true | 
zrounds of trouble : he lets us {ce thatall 
is not well, but ſtillas Religion brings any 
trouble, ſo it brings with it greater reme- 
dies againſt theſe troubles : and that God 
that raiſeth a ſoule to ſec juſt matter of 
griefe, will by bis ſpirit ſhevv its due, and 
tight portion in comfort, Thusto be ſor- 
oval and ſad in ſome meaſure is from 
Religion, but that which will prevent the | 
aceſleand over meaſure of it, is from Re- | 
lgion likewiſe. | 
So thatit is a ſcandall to Religion to be| 
over much dejeaed, 
Beſides, though we ſhould be troubled 
for ſinne, yer to be over much troubled 
for ſinne is a diſhonour to Chriſt, and to 
the loveof God, in Chriſt ; Forit isasif 
[wehad not in him a ſufficient remedy for 
that great maladie. As beit griefe forthe | 


troubles ofthe Church : as not to be trou- 
3; D bled 


/ 
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| ſadneſſe, though it be for ſinne, or for the 


| |lernot your thoughts be converſant about 


bled ar the affliion of Ioſeph is branded 


fora {inne: Soto betoo much caſt downe, 


as if Chriſt had caſt off the government 


from his ſhoulders, or had not the name of 
the Church on his breaſt in heaven ( as the 


| high Psieft had the names of the 12 Tribes) 


in his breaft-plate, tobe ſocaft downe as to 
betaken off from prayer, and from the uſc 


| of all good meanes to helpe the Church, 


this is ſinfull. So alſo when gricfe for ſinne| 
makes us forget the mercies of God in| 
Chrift to forget the healing vertue of him 
our brazen Serpent, to negle& to ſearch 
our grounds of comforts, and to yceld to 
Sathan, to temptation. Evenover much 


Church, it is hurtfull and ſcandalous. 
Joſuab was much caſt downe when he 
law it went not well with J/rae/; but get 
thee up Toſuab, ſaith God, whatdoeft thou 
lying here? up and do thy duty ; con{ider 
what is amiſſe : There is an Achay inthe 
Campe : and ſo when things go notwell, 


the 
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tri, al ba 


the matters of trouble, ſo much as abour 
four duty, So we leet is incident to Gods| 
people to be over much troubled, and we 
ſee allo the reaſons why it ſhould nor be 
fo, becauſe it is injurious to'God, ro our 
ſelves, andothers every way, hg 
And after all chis there is much reaſon 
inthis chat Chriſt hath forbidden it,ler not 
your hearts be troubled, + OE 
But Chriſt could as well have cured it 
being God, aseaſily as forbidden ir. 
- Iris true, but he cures itby forbidding 
it : with the words, there went forth a ſp 
rit of comfort into their hearts, an influ- 
ence of grace,accompanied his commands, 
for the word , and Spirit Go& together, 
Chriſt deales with men by men. The ſpirit 
of comfort is a ſpirit of truth,and therefore 
God comforts by truths, Hegives us lan- 
aified winderſtandings, andaffeQions, and 
then works onthem by ſanRifiedtruths. | 
And ſometimes Chriſt cures it by reall | 
comforts, for comforts are cither rationall, 


which are fetched frogrounds,which faith | 
D 2 miniſters, 


# 
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miniſters, or reall fromthe preſence of any 
thing which comforts ; as. the {1ght of 
friends,or the accommodating of us inany 
thing wherein we (ce the love of God con- 
| veighed.; how many reall comforts doth 
God beſtow, when he fitteth us withcon- 
venicncics in our-way to heaven, {o that 
we may reade the love of God. in, them: 
God doth not onely comfort- us by his | 
gracious promile, by his Word and Sa- | 

craments, adininiſtring heavenly comforts 
||byrhem, bur alſo by che conveighing of | 
himſelfe, and his bm by outward com. | 
forts that we enzoy-inthe world :; howſoe- | 
ver, catnall men. abuſe. them , making all 
things to Wprk fortheworſi; yer that love | 
that intends heaven, ſweetens / all ; things! | 
inthe paſſageto heavento his children,be. 
cauſe they leethe love of God in the leaſt 
comfort, 

Againe, obſerve "a this _ le not | 
your hearts be troubled, what is the ſcat of 
comfort ,the heart, the ſeat of comfort-is 
the fear of griete: : There muſt be an appli 

cation | 
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[ation of comfort ſuitable to the griefe, 
|2ad the heart mult be comforted, ' 
| Andthereforein Iſa. 49. 12, Comfort 
ye, comfort ye my people,. ſpeake to the 
| heart, As the grieke {inks and ſoakes tothe 
[root of the heart ; ſo do Chriſts comforts, 
|lke crue cordials indeed, that go as deepe 
35 the grievance. Ifthegriefe goes to the 
heart, the comfort muſt go as deepe, Now 
God the Father of ſpirits, and the holy 
| Ghoſt the Comforter, knows and ſearches 
our ſpirits;they know allthe corners of the 
heart, they can baniſh feare, and ſorrow, 
out of every cranny;and bring light, heat, 
/and influence into every part of the ſoul, 
And therefore Chriſt ſaith, Let not-your 
nearts be troubled,  - 9590 
Now. for the wayes whereby we mult 
labour to comfort our hearts ( amongſt 
”y that I might{peakot)) Iwillname a 
W. | 
Firſt of all, there myſt be a due ſearch 
into the heart, of thegrounds of our rrou- 
ble; for oftentimes Chriſt ians are troubled, 
| D 3 they 
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them 5 like ſome Birds ehar make greateſt 
|[noyſe, when they be furtheſt from their 


[are troubled, bur diſtinAly know not theſÞ 


_ |winde when it gets into the veines, it will 
| have vent, anda troubleſome one: and ſo MW, * 


[indeed which cauſeth all trouble, And 


they cannot tell wherefore : As childrenf®Þ 
that will complaine they know not why, 1] 
ſpeake not of hypocrites that will com- 
plaine of that which is not a true griefe to 


nefts ; But of ſome poore Chriſtians tharſ® 


ground of it- But ſearch the heart ingenu-W 
ouſly, and truly to the bottome of ir, and 
ſee ifthere be not ſome 4chan in the Camp, 
ſome ſinne in the heart ( for ſinne is like 


will ſinne, if it get into the foule )it is that 


therefore ſearch your hearts throughly, 


{forwhich you havenotbeene humbled. | 


whatſinnelyeth thereunrepented of, and} ug 


And when you have found ' ont your 
finne, give it vent by confeſſion of it to 
God,and in ſome caſes to others, 

And when we have done ſo, conſider 


| what promiſes, and comforts, in the word 


wed 
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of God are fitted to that condition ; for we 
can be in no condition, but there are com- 
forts for it , and promiſes fitted to yeeld | 
comforts for eyery malady. Andit will be 
the wiſedome of a Chriſtian to accommos- | 
Widatethe remedy to the ſore of his hearr. | 
{And therefore weoughtto be skilfull and 
well ſcene, in the word of God, that we 
may ſtore up comforts before-hand, Our| 
Saviour Chriſt tels them before-hand of | 
the ſcandall of the Crofle, and of Peters 
deniall,that they might lay up ſtrength and 


ſpirituall armour againſt the day of tryall. 


[Thoſe comforts do not (for the moſt part}| worauar is 
adverſis que. 


hold out in the day of adverſity, which | {997 


queſta, 


were not procured in the day of proſperi- 
tie, It is not wiſedome to beto learne Re- | 
ligion when we ſhould uſe it: and therefore 
lt us be ſpiricuall good husbands for our | 
ſoules, by ſtoring up comforts out of the 
Word of God, and then we ſhall haveno 
moreto do,then to remember the comforts 
that wedid-before-hand know. 
And there be ſome promiſes of more | 


SHE general. 
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generall uſe, that-are Catholics, fitted fo 
all ſorts of grievances : and of theſe yes 


| muſt make uſe, when we cannot think © 


particular ones, As the promiſes that con- 
cerne forgiycneſle of ſfinnes, Thinke of 
Gods mercy in pardoning ſinne with ad- 
miration ;becauſc finne will be preſented 


| us in ſuch terrible colours, that if God be 


not preſented in as gracious colours, wee 
ſhall finke: and therefore ſet out Chriſt in 
his mercies, and all ſufficiencie, when ſinn 


| is aggravated tobe in its hainou{neſle, and 


out of meaſure ſ{infulneſle: as the Propher 


| Michabdoth, Who is a God like our God, 


that pardoneth iniquitie,tranſgreſſion, and 
{inne, &c. Likewiſe how many promiſes 
and comforts are there in that onepro- 


| miſe, Luk. 18, He will gives ſpirit to them 
that aske him. And here ourSaviourpro- 


miſeth to ſend the Comforter : all graces 
and all comforts are included in the Spirit 
df grace, and comfort his Spirit is a Spirit 


| of all grace: and therefore ' our Saviour 


thought that he promiſed enough when 


he 
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laid he would ſend them the Comfor. | 
Micct: And ſo whata world of comfortis ini 
Wthar promile, Al things (ball worke together 
SE for che beſt ro them thar love God ; yea thoſe 
Whingstbar are: worſt, (hall york cogether; | 
though they be hoſtile,and oppoſite one to 
another : yet they joyne iflue in this , they 
be all forthe good of Gods people, As-in 
Waclocke the wheels go ſeverall wayes, but 
| al joyne tomake the Clocke ſtrike: And ſo 
in thecarriage,and ordering of things, one | 
Epafſagecrofles another, butin the ifluc, we 
MW hall be ablero ſay,all things worke toge- 
ther for the be, I found God turning all 
things for my good- And Icould not bave 
becge without ſuch acraſle,: ſuchan affli-} 
Rion, And ſo for preſent alliſtancein your | 
callings or ſtraits, remember thatpromiſe 
made to Joſuab, which is repeated intties3| 
of the. Hebrews, I will not faile thee / nor | 
forlake thee; a promiſe whichis fave times | 
renewed in Scripture ; and bow-much | 
comfortis in-that, thathe will vouchlafe by 
his ſpirit-a/gracious preſence in all condi- 
E tions | 
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| 


| will bsconfidente. Fourhearts be eftabliſh-] 


hell, and che inſtruthencs of Sathan), or our 
owne hearts, - And therefore ir is a great 


tions whatſoever; | Ablllikewiſe that of 
David; Plalme 23. Thought walke inthe 


valley of the (hadoyy of death; yet will} 


feare' noill, for thowarrvvicthme.: .Itway's 
errible ſuppoſition madeyrhat though he 
ſhould walke in the: valley of the' ſhadow 


of death,yethe would S—_ no'eyill,Theſe | 
Ppromilesvell digeſted;vwill arme che ſoule MW 


with confidence; 'tharieſhall beabletoput 


| | anycaſe of trouble ; As'i the'27.-Pſalme, 


David puts caſes, The Lord is ty ftrength,| 
the Lord is the light ofimy countehance, of| 
whom ſhallE be afraid 2 :./ Though: Troy 
ſands ſhallriſe-againſt me', - yet its this I| 


ed by the word of God ſetled'in the'trath 
of ſuch promiſer, by the Spirit of God;we| 
may fet;God ; and-his / truth, againt all. 
troabkes charcan ariſe fon Sathaci ;-ard | 


9. God, and his truth, if we know | 
ron of comfort, and ufs ir, ' as 


occaſion llerves, More'particulars Lomit, 


leaving 
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aving chem to your-owne induſtry, the 
[Scripture being tull of them. 

- When we have thele promiſes , let us 
labour to underſtand them chroughly , to| 
[underſtand the groundsof our comftortin 
EC them , and: co beleeve the truth of them, 
| which arcastrue as God, whois truth it 
ſelfe. Andthen to lovethem, and digeſt 
them-in our affe&ions , and ſo make them 
our owne, andthen to walk inthe firength 


and comfort of them; 

{- Labous likewiſe to have them. freſh. in 
memory : -it is a great defe ot Chriſtians, | 
they forget cheir conſolation, as itis inthe 
Hebrews: though we know many things, | 
yer we have the: benefit of our-comfart | 
[[fromnomiorettienwexremembers [1141 
£ | Butabove all;if wewill keep our hearts. 

from trouble;lerius labour ro: keepe un- |- 
potted conſcietices; ;-Tanacencie-and} dili- | 
gerice .are-matvellous: preſeryers of com-: 
fort. 'And''therefore if the conicience be 
ſported, and uncleane, waſh it in thebloud 


W of Ghriſt,whichis firſt purging; and then. 
1, ng: _ purifyings! j 
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purifying, Ir firſt purgerh.che ſoule being {i 
ſer aworke to ſearch out ſinnes.,' and con. K{ 
[feflethem, which maketh us ſee our neeq K 
of Thrift, who dyed to ſatisfie divine ju- 
ſtice. Then God ſprinkles our heart vyith 
this bloud;which was'ſhed for all penitent 
|finners:by which when the heart is purged, 
the conſcience will be ſoone ſatisfied allo, 
by Chriſts bloud: And when. it is purged, | 
{and pacified;then keep it cleane, fora foule {| 
| ſoule is alwayes a troubled: foule ;- and | 
_ [though ic may bequiet, yeritis ſureto break |||; 
-]outafrerwards}: 1 10 f 2078 11074 IM 

And becauſe | there can. be. no more {Mc 
comfort, then there is care of duty: there- ||Mic 
fore together with innocencie., [ct us be | 
| carefull of all duties;in all 'our-ſeverall ce+ | 
(lations : let us confider'in what telations || 
weſtand, and what duties'we owezand be | 
carcfullto ſatisfiethem all. Negle& of duty | 
is adebt, and'debts are troubleſome, when 
the ſoule refle&s upon the omiſſion of a 
| neceſſarie duty. Toweſuch a duty to ſuch 
{a perſon, I ſhould havedoneſuch aching, 
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© i1fucha relation, bur I have omitredit,it 
{is a difquietmenr;, and that upon good 
[prounds, and if you have beene negligent, 
there muſt be an aQuall renewing of 'the 
Covenant; and. a'fſetting upon the duty. 
with freſh endeavours to make amends for 
former negligences , or elſethe ſoule ſhall 
have no comfort, nor will God ſuffer it to 
1dmitof comfort, 'Andthetefore work out | 
[your ſalvation with feare, and trembling. | 
© |The reaſon'that men do ſtill eremble, and 
©|#ctroubled withthis doubt;and that feare, 
is, becauſe.cheir ſalvation is-not vrought 
{[out, fomething is left undone, + and their 
#/confciences tels them ſo. th 
[-:-Butabaveallchatwe may receivecom- 
{ fort; let: us labour. for a ſpirit of :: faith. 
E|Therefore: here it is ſaid , You: beleeve ity | 
God, beleeve alſo inme. Chriſt brings ithem 
w faith for comfort. - And he ſets downe.a || 
a double obje& of faith; God, that is ;/ the 
Father;Sonne,and holy Ghoſt:and (briſ?, 
confideredas Mediator:; and Chtiſt brings 
ithem ta himſelfe ;(Beleeve alſo in me) be- 
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cauſe he would fehce them againſt the. fu- 
tureſcandal of his (uffering.Asif he ſhould 
ſay, Youwill hereafter when you ſee me (0 
handled, and upon the Croffe, doubt, and 
| callin queſtion, whether I am God, and 
the Mcſſiahof the world;orno; Butifyou 
belceve in God, beleeve in me. For how- 
ſoeverin love to you , and/mankinde,::] 
tooke mans natureon me; and am abaſed, 
yetin my greateſt abaſement;, :remember 
| this, thatl am God, And ſurely therei is no. 
thing can ſtay the ſoule :more!,: 
when it is deeply humbled; then mak. 
| der God in the ſecond perſon incarnate, and 
abaſed, and crucified and made acurle,and 
finnefor us:,7to-ſce:thegreatGodot Hiea- 
ven, and earth; whiote: cen llencies-we 
| cannot. comprehend, to take aur nature, 
and :in_our' nature to; ſuffer. for us.thole 
|thingowhich heeid endure: Phiswilleſta- 
|bliſh che foule indeed; Can'thedoulethinke 
charthis was donefor anyſmall; or to little 
{purpole2- Or:cantherobeanygricte , or 
"ag that ſhould hinder comfort;.or per- 


{waſion | 


L 
! 


ſwaſion-of the poilibilirie'of pardon, when 
the! grear God becarneman;on purpoſe 7 
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[dye for ſinne? We tay ler chis againſt all 


dicouragements whatſoever,” And there- 
fote, boleeve'itv God,-beleeve allo ininie. 
Howloever'you ſee meabaſed;' yet- you| 
may have comfort.in-my abalentene, for'it 
sfor you,” And thoreforedaith Paul, 16+ 
jyce ro know nothing; but fs Cori; and 


tim crucified. "That Thi proud, and A-| 


theiſticall Heathens tooke ſeatidall at, that 
hetejoyceth in;,God forbid that I /bould glory 
ary #hivg bus fn the-(Fo(N of Ebriſt, Petce 
ofcon(cienice, joy in the holyGholt ,” re- 
conciliation, and'title t6 happineſſe is: ry 
fourided'upon Chrift cracifred, > © > 

/ And then/againeyou'ſes hejoyries _ 
together (Ye beleeve ev beleevye alſo in | 


[} ne) to{hew the diftinQion ofperſons inthe 


Ghoft; all our faith is relolve@ar leng chin- 


Trinitie; God the Fathir,Sornie;and holy 


to one God, but yet withall into Hoe per- | 
lons-m that Divine nature;becanſe as:rhere 


sGod the Father offended; ſotherermulſt | 
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' bea God toſatisfie-that Gad;; and there 
.muſt bea God to. reveale, andapply that 
ſatisfa&tion. The ſoule is ſo full of doubt- 
ings, thatnothing can ſet it dawne, but 


that which is aboye the ſaule; and: abaye 
thedevill. And therefore for our ſalvation; 
| and to giveus comfort, there is a necellitie 
of three perſons-in the Godhead. The Fa- 
|ther is offended, God jn thelecond perſon 
muſt ſatisfie. offended juſtice ; and God in 
the chird perſon muſt reveale,and apply the 
Sonne for comfort, And therfore henames 
| them cifiniy ( Ye\beleevein God, &c,) 

And becaule,we' cannot. belceve in God 
the Father, but by belceving in Chriſt, 
| therefore he joynes them together (ye be+ 
_ | Ireve.in; God, yebeleeve alſo.in me,) No 
8141 comes to the Father, but by the Sonne, 
1 God the Father dwels in the light that no 
mortall cye.canapproach unto onely he 
hath manifeſted himſelfe in. his Sonoe, 
who is the.ingraven Image of his perſon; 
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| God ſhines inthe face of, Chrift,, andas be 


comes down, and makes himſelte knowne 
to 
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ousin his Sonne,ſo we muſt go up to him | 
in his Sonne, as he ſaith afterwards ; ] aw| 
the way; the rruth, and the life, There isno | 
going to the Father but by me ; nothing is 
[more terrible then to conceive of God, out 
of Chriſt, for ſo he is a conſuming fire:there- 
| fore thinke of God as ours in Chriſt, carry | 
Chriſt our elder Brother with us , and de- 
ſire God to looke upon us in his Sonne, 

: Now hovy doth faith in Chriſt caſe the 
ſoule in trouble? 
' Many wayes: | will name a fevv. Faith 

lin Chritt baniſheth troubles, and bringeth 
[in comfort, 6d 
| Becauſe it is an emptying grace 1t 
|emptieth us of our ſelves, and ſo makes us | 
cleane to another , and thereby becomes a 
prace of union, ltis ſuch a grace as brings. 
[the ſoule, and Chriſt together. Now Chriſt 
being the fountaine of comfort, God ha- 
ving treaſured all comfort in him ; for the 
|fulnefſe of che Godhead dwels in Chriſt, | 
and faith cauſeth Chriſt to dwell in us, 


brings che ſoule and Chriſt rogether, _ 
| - O| 
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| [fomuſt needs make way for comfort, for 
| it makes us one with the fountain of com- 
fort, Andby irs repeated aQs derives freſh 
comforr. 
Again,faith eſtabliſheth the heart, Now 
co eſtabliſh the ſoule , there muſt be a ſolid 
| Baſis, asin building there muſt be a foun-| 
dation, and a planting upqn that founda-| 
| tion, Now here is a foundation, God and| 
Chriſt, andthere muſt be a graceto found, 
[and bottome the ſoule thereupon, and that | 
is faith, and ſotheſouleis eſtabliſhed, The 
chaine and connexion of caules herein is | 
this. God the Father in Chriſt, and by the| 
holy Ghoſt conveighs comforts, through | 
the word laid hold upon by faith, Itis not 
che word alone, for that is butas the veins 
_ | andarteries, that conveigh the bloud, and 
_ | ſpirits, So the Spirit being conveighed by 
romiGelarinack the ſoule to lay it ſelte 
upon Chriſt by faith , which is agrace of 
union,by whichunion with him \ ſoule 


is eſtabliſhed, 
- And then againe faith Rirreth up ſuch 


graces 
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all cood things promiſed, And therefore 
in the next Verle he addes to comfort 


| 


joyes thereof, and hope expe that which 
faith beleeves, and that hope becomes an 
anchor to the ſoule , that Rayeth the ſoule 


[and what is the ground of that hope but 
Fah ? Faith ſtirreth up hope, and hope 
piccheth on the promiſe ; eſpecially of life 
everlaſting. And thus faith becomes a qui- 
eting anda ſtilling grace, becauſe it raiſeth 
the ſoule by repreſenting and making reall 
to.it, betrer things then the world can give 
or take, as it doth alſo at other times pre- 
ſent heavier things then the world can 
threaten: faith makes things preſent to the 
foule ; and becauſe it layes bold on divine 


things in the world, yea hbellitſelf, becauſe 


it layes hold on heaven and happinelle; 
F 2,, upon 


gracesy as do comfort the ſoule, as hopein U 


them, In my Fathers bouſe are many manſions, | 
and faith is the grace that apprehends the | 


in all the waves and troubles of the world; 


things, greater then any thing here below, |. 
[therefore it overcomes the world, and all | 


bg TR FINES "A, 
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; 


| good,if I yeeld ro ſuch aluſt ; I, but what| 


en tin, 


upon the power of God, and themercy of | 
God in Chriſt, and upon thoſe rich pro- | 
' miſes; What is in the world, or inthe rank | 
of good things, but faith our-bids it by (et. | 
ting heaven againſt it; and what evill is | 
there but faich overcomes the feare of itby | 
ſetcing hell againſt it, I ſhall have ſuch a| 


x 


: 
| 


is that to heaven, ſaith Faith? For faith be- | 

ing the Hypoſtaſis the ſubſtanceof things | 
tocome, makes them ſubſtantiall, and evs. | 
denttothe ſoule, asif they werealreadic| 


_ |ſubſiſtenr, being looked upon in the cer- 


raintie of the word;and fo it affeAs the ſoul 
deeply, and upholds it ſtrongly, ever as if} 
the things themſelyes were preſent. and1o | 
it baniſheth and diſpels all diſcomforts,the | 
11, Chapter to the Hebrews is a Comment 
upon this truth in the example of Moſes, 
and many oihers, What greater objc& of 


_ | fearemightbe preſented to-a man then the 


angry face and countenance of a terrible 


. 


'Tyrant{ Yet when by the eycof faith,hc | 


ſaw him that was inviſible,and ſhenJocs; | 


i OD O———_— 
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[ed upon Phargob , what was Pharaob, to | 
God?When Micaiah had ſeene God fitting 
on his Throne, what was A4bab to him ? 
And when the ſoule hath entred into the 
|vaile, and ſees the glorious things of hea- 
ven, and happinefſe,, what are all things 
below 2 Faith ſers the Soule ona Rocke, a- 
|bovethe reach of waves,upon the loveof 
|God in Chriſt, And therefore let the grace | 
of Faith on worke, keepe it on the wing, 
prelerve iron exerciſe, and faith exerciſed 
[will be avleto comfort the moſt dejeed 
[{oule in the world, and to raile i En all 
thetroubles that can be inggined, ot be- 
fall us, | 
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Let not your bearts be troubled : :Je belee've 
 |inCod, belerye alſo i in me 


© He words of dying men 
F departing. out of the 
Y world, as being moſt ſc- 
>VW> rious, and” weighty , are 
RP moſt tobe regarded. The | 
” children of God the nec-| 
rer SM arc to hah the more ſutcable| 
they are to their heavenly condition. S0| 
| was ourSaviour Chriſt, and therefore he 
| [labours to furniſh his Diſciples ( and in| 


|them us 3 with good —_—_ to eſtabliſh 
their 


- re _—_—_— 
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cheir hearts againſt the troubles, and ſcan- 
[dals to come, If you confider the:time 
when he {pakethele words,it was when he 
himlelf was to be troubled more thenever 
was any creature: yet ye forgets himſelfe, 
and his future troubles, and thinks how to 
[raiſe up and comfort them, He forelaw 
that Peter would deny him, that the reſt 
would leave him; he foreſaw that they 
would be dejeRted, when he was gonezyet 
let not your hearts be troubled. IF 
Oh whata bleſled, and ſweet Saviour 
bave we, that thinks more of us, then of 
himſelfe; that he forgets his own troubles, 
and ſufferings, and extremities, and thinks 
of the ſupporting and upholding of his 
Diſciples, | Fi 
This came from the ſame love that 
drew hin from heaven tocarth, which 
moved him to take our nature, and in chat 
nature to dye for us: and what may we not 
expe from that ſweet and large love out | 
of the ſame bowels of pittie, and compal- 


ſion, was it (thatthey (ſhould norbe over 
much 
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much dejeed) that he ſaith, Lze-nor your 
bearts be troubled. I —_ 
He knew his Diſciples were inthe fate 

of grace alrcady : yet he foreſaw they were 
ſuch as would finne, Nay , that Peter 
would deny him, Yet the foreſight of Pe | 
fers and their unkindnefle, did not take| 
away his love, and. pittic, and compaſſion 
towards them: Yet notwithſtanding he 
gives chem ſvyect counſel; nay after they 
had dealt unkindly with bim, and denyed 
and forlooke him. Indeed; he took no ad- 
vantage of their weakneſle. He knew they 
| had aſecret loveto him, that they hadin 
them a root of affeRion, and he was 10| 
farre- from taking advantage for it, that | 
preſently after, he ſaith , Tell my brethren 
that I aſcend 'to my God, and thcir God, yea| 
and tell Peter ſo roo, that hath dealc moſt 
| unkindly of all with me. Whata gracious | 
and mercifull Saviour have we, thar fore- 
ſees what ill we will dozand when we have 
| done-it, takes no advantage againſt us, 
bur is carefull to keepe-us from too much 

dejeaion, 
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W/dejction, though he knew we would deale 
Wo unkindly by him ; and indeed he did of 
[purpoſe rake our nature, that he might bea 
mercifull high Pricſt. 411 
- Ehriftians muſt diſtinguiſh berwixt 
dzjetion and priefe: It had beene a ſinne 
for them not to have grieved, as well as it 


was a finne for them to be over much1 


troubled. None are more ſenſible then a 
Chriſtian : Senctit dum vincis, he feels trou- 
bles whiles he overcomes them. 
Chriſt ſpeakes tothe heart, becaule the 
heart is the ſeat of trouble : Let not your 
hearts be troubled. DE 
Chriſt could ſpeake to the eares an 
heart at once, his words were operative, 
and conveighed comfort with them. To. 
gether wich his words, belet in his holy 
Spirit, that comforted them! Gods com- 
mandsin the miniſtery of his word , ſup- 
Pole no: that we have any abilitie ro exe- 
cute them.» but together with his word 
there comes forth a power. As waen 


Ghriſt ſaid, Lagarus ariſe: there went forth 
| | G A 


| 


Sr 
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Me 


a power that cauſed Lazarus to ariſe. As 
| inthe Creation he ſaid, Let there be light, | 
for the Word, and the Spirit go together, || 
Having takenthem off from trouble, he | 
ſhewsa way how to raiſe them,which is by || 
faich, Ye beleevein God, beleevealſo in 
me. {45 SVErs F 
The obje& in belceving is God, and| 
Chrift Mediator : we muſt have both to! 
found our faith upon: We cannot beleeve| 
|in God, except we beleeve in Chriſt : For 
God muſt be ſatisfied by God, and by him 
_ |thatis God muſt that ſatisfaQion be appli-| 
ed, the Spirit of God, by working faith in | 
the heart, and fortheraifing ofit up when || 
it is dejected, all is ſupernatural in faith, | 
The things we belceve are above nature, | 
thepromifes areabove nature, the worker | 
of itthe holy Ghoſt is above nature, and 
' every thing in faith is above nature: there| 
|muſtbea' God jr whom webeleeve, and| 
a God through whom: if God had not ſa- | 
tisfied God, the conſcience would never 
have beene fatisfied; there would fill have | 


beene 


a 


© beene miſdoubtings, And yer if the holy 


| |to0. 
/onely by char which Chriſt hath done: the 


[but alſo by what is doneto. him. And two | 
| [things are done co him , which ſhewy that | 
E [he is God, that is, Faith, and Prayer, we 
/ [muſt beleeve onely in God,and pray onely 
{ [to God. But Chrift is the obje@ of both 
| (theſe, here he is ſer forth as the objea of 
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{| Ghoit ſets not downe the heart, and con. 
vinceth it throughly of the all-ſutkciencie 
of chatſatisfa&ion, it would never beleeve| 
neher: And therefore ax ye beleeve in 
God, beleeve allo in me, for lam God |- 


We may know that Chriſt is GoJ, not 


Miracles, which none coald do but Gag, | 


Faith, and of Prayer in that of Saint Sye- 
phen, Lord leſus receive my ſpirit. Andthere- 


[fore he is God, forthat is done unto him 


which is proper and peculiar onely to God. 
Thar which I ſhall now touch upon is 
this + we muſt+ remember what a ſtrong | 
foundation, what bottome, and bafis our | 


faith hach; there is God the Father, Sonne, | 


L 
by, ET 


| 


G 2 _ and 


| — 


M 


—— 


| 


| 


that our faith may be ſupported , we have | 


him to beleeveon , whoſupports heaven | i 
andearth, Asin 1. Hebr. and ( oloſc 1; he! 


createdall things as well as the Father; he 


is honoured of all as well as the F ather; | 


hechar ſupports the pillars of heaven, and l 


> 
EAA 
£5 


earth, is able to ore the pillars of thy | 


foule. 


ſoule of trouble? 


Ina word, as it carricth the ſoule out of | F 
it ſelfe untoGod in Chriſt,and unto Chriſt | F 


uniting, and making us one with him, and 
ſoſcts the ſoule above all troublewhatſoe. 
ver; for being one with Chriſt, we are al 
ready with him in heaven. And againe, 
faith is a grace that preſents. things to 
come, as preſent, and ſo eſtabliſheth the 
ſoules It is the hypoſtaſis of things, it. 
gives ſubſiſtancero.them in the promile, 
and it doth never leave to do it till the 
things ſubſiſt indeed, Tris grace that ac- 
companicth the ſouleto [2aven,, looking 

upon 
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_ But how doth fach in Chrift caſe the || ; 
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" upon FE AM inthe word of him that is 


| 1 truth ir ſelfe, and ſo giving a kinde of be- 
E ing to them chroughour all - the way to 
| heaven, till chey have a being indeed, And 


© chen faith is out of ollice, yeelding itup to | 
© bt, and thefullenjoyment of all. 
©] Bur did-not the Diſciples beleeve al 
© [ready ? 
&| Yes they did, but they had need to re- 
© |nevv their faith, as occaſtons were renew- | 
£|cd, andas troubles were to increaſe. Be- | 
 leve in meitis as he ſhould have faid,Now 
[there is occaſion for you to uſe your faith, 
© [muſt betaken out of your ſight,you muſt 
© [ce me ſuffer, and you had need of an ex- 
{traordinarie meaſure of faith co ſee me in 
[ſuch abaſement, and yet to beleeve that : 
© am God, 
| We muſtgrow from faith to faith, we 
may live by itcontinually,and: we muſt in- 
creaſe with the encreaſe of God,that as our 
difficulties do encreaſe, our ſtrength to go 
through them, may cacreaſe. allo as they 


ma Lord encreale our faith, 
. G3 bo. 
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not be troubled, 
thing belongs to us but trouble, There 


trouble, as if joy and comfort were their 
i ble them till needs maſt, till the houre of 
fort, Forto ſuch as live in their ſinnes a- 
that are wearie, and heavy laden under 


| [the burthen of fin; And therefore _ 
theſe 


a. 
ate erin. * 


| 1 gave ſome direQions how we might | 


—— 


And firſt, we muſt labour to have our | 
partand portion in Chriſt, elſe there is no- | 


are two lorts of men in the Church, {ome |) 
[that uſurpe a peace and exemption from || 
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portion. Sathan is wiſe enough not to || 
1% 0 _ {trouble them, and theytake an order with | 
their conſciences , thatthey ſhall nor trou- || 


death, or ſome diſmall accident :the onely | F 
way for ſuch is to be troubled, that their | 
trouble may be a foundacion of their com || 


gainſt conſcience apparantly, ſothateve- | 
ry man may ſeeit,andyetare not troubled, | 
they haveno intereſt in comfort, nothing | 
but wo-and miſe.y belongs to them. In-| 
deed Chriſt came to fave ſinners, but itis| 
| broken-hearted ſinners , penitenr ſinners, | 


1 [dare not ſpeake any comfort to them from 


|Eible; ſince he cannot keepethem in the ſtate 
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| theſe ſpeake peaceto themſelves, yet we| 


|Chriſt: As [ebu ſaid to loram, What haſt thou | 
to do wirh peace, at long 41 the whoredomes of 
thy mother lexebel are ſo many? Doſt thou 
alke of peace as long as thou art a (vwea- 
||rer, a prophane liver, a malitious perſon, 
[againſt allchatare truly good , what haſt 
[thou to do with peace? 

E| Now in the viſible Church there is a- 
© |nother ſort that Sathan Iabourerh to trou- 


© of nature but they break from him, Chriſt 
I = them our of Sathans kingdome by 
| [tle gon his ordinances, and holy Spi-| 
, . he labours to trouble them in their 
| wok all hecan ; becauſe they be in the 
world, above the world, he enjoyes their | 
condition; that they honld enjoy that pa- 
radiſe which he left, the comforts chat he 
once had, and therefore he labours to di- 
turbe them | in their comforts. 
Theeftate of ſuch is mixt, here in this 


world: they have that i in the! and with- 
+ i 


ee. 
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' out them, which will alwayes be a _ 
and occaſion of trouble. They have cor. 
ruption in them not er ſubdue; 
and they have without them Sathan ta. 
king advantage againſt them and the 
world oppoſing them, . Thele although 
they have ſomething inthem that muſt be 
ſubdued, yet ſomething allo that muſt be| 
| cheriſhed and firengthened. And therefore 
[theſe arc the perſons to whom comfort 
propetly belongs. | 
In heaven we ſhall haveno needoof be- 
ing comforted, for there our peace ſhall be | 
to have no enemies at all; our peace here | 
_ [istohave comfort.in the midſt of dilcont.| 
fort,and an heartinlarged in troubles. 

He ſpeaks this to them here who were | 
beleevers already : Ye beleeve in God, who 
he knew ſhould not be troubled, Let nor | 
| your bearts be troubled. So that co the end 
we may be {ubjeQs capable of comfort, we 
muſt be ſuch. as by. faith/are one with 
Chriſt, and ſo reconciled to God, All mo- 


tion 06h in reſt, andall he reſt of the " 
ends 
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ends in God; the:center ofthe:ſoule; And | 
therefore befote the-ſoule gan'ſettle it lelfe, 
irmuſt be broughtro God, (irongh Chriſt, 
that muſt be nibazegeoqadry Suiyd ou] 
Now: there is d:chireefold malady thas 
oublek us,and there mutt bea threcefald 
peace ,/.and: ground of- comforr agen 
{RemcC3 92554 2; 4 IC - 
Firſt, it is non 1 to cha Ay I 
once it is awakened ) thar.. God, ./and it 
ſhould be inill termes whenthe ule looks 
upon God as angry and isdiſpleaſed wich 


it- 


Againe the foule is troubled, when.ir 
looks upon it felfe, -and ſees nothing but 
turmoiles and ſeditionsthere. 

: Thirdly, when ic looks uponthe affaires 
ofthe world, and accidents here below, it 
is fullof confuſion for the preſent; and. it 
is full of feare> forrimeto come;that chings | 
will be worſe and worſe. Thus. the.ſoule | 
| whileſt iis in the world, istrovbled about | 
its peace with God, and wich its ſelfe, and 


about this evill «rt 
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| "Now before the ſaute caiz yield —_— any | ; 
- allthelc quarrels: muſtcbe taken up, I 


nA pcacemultbemadeberwint God 8& | 
usz by the grearpeages maker, whois allo | | 


| 


{called on) ,p:acty and When we'be juſtified 
| and/acquitted from'oar ſins. by the bloug 
of Chrifb ſpriokledon our: ſouls by, faith, 
that bloud of Chriſt ſpeaks peace to the 
foule in the/pardon of 'finne: being juſtified | 
by faith, we have peace weeb Godz through Io 
Eons (2.29) 1 
|! Then ſecondly; there muſtbe another | | 
peace ſetled in ſomedegree, and that is the| 
peace' of govetament inthe-ſoule; grace] 
muſt'be avore coruption,' T hey will be 
together in the foule whileſt we are here, ; 
but finge maſt not. have the/ dominion. ll 
Thisisfuch-a peace; not,as wilt admit of 6 
hoconfli, but apcace wherein-grace may | 1 
get theberrer 5 and-where grace gets the 
ber irvoill kee povemimbcn under, and 
proves his Spiritto whom he:gives his 
Songe: ;thatas /vwebe in good termes with 


Gog, {o our natures may be like his: Fhbat 
we 


REIT 
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[wc may love, and delight in whbatheloves 
| and delightsin, andio = pp asfriends, | 
\enjoying noquammiihes and communion 
[together, 
| 1 but thirdly; there iicenfaſind iniche 
world, and many accidents may fall out, 
that maydiſquietus for timeso.come:Now | | 
before the ſoulecan beat peace/inthat re- | 
|{pe&, it muſtknow , that being once in 
Chriſt, reconciled ro/God,avdhaving the 
& [Spiric of God, iris/under a-gracious go- 
© [/vernment and providence., thatdiſpoſerh 
E all chingsto good;and maketh everything| 
2 peaceable, Tranquillus Deus  tranquillar 
 [onnia) When Gods atpeace,allis at peace, 
© [yea fo farre ar peace, that they havea 
© |bleſng in them. Thecurſe and-venome is 
| [taken-ou:ofthem by Chriſt, whotookthe 
= cutlſeon himlelfe;and: ſatisfied thewrath of 
Goa, and now they be nat onely harme-' 
eſſe, but medicinall, andhelptull,ſo that 
they be all ours, and madein fome- forvſer- 
viceable rofurther our ſpirituall 300d, 


When our kusbandhath all things com-| | 
Hs - mitted | P 
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micted times him in heaven or earth wil he| 
ſufferany:thing to befallhis dearly beloved i 
Spouſe, that ſhall be diladvantayious, and | 
| prejudiciall ro the maine, No, no, he will | 
not-ſuffer' any thing:to'befall. her, which 


he will'not rule, and order, and —— : 


for the good of the:Church:,; and. ſo there 
| comes to bethat third ipeaco, | || 
And for the time, to come a Chriſtian | 
knows; that whom Chriſt loves, he loves | 
\to:theend,and the good work begun ſhall N 
beperfeaed tothe day ofthe Lord. He | 
knowetrly he'is in heaven already in his 
head: He that beleeves in Griſt bath everla- © 
| fing life,and is triumphing in glory in his | 
head. E: 
. . And thbrefote nothing | can diſmay a | 
Chiiſtiantharis truly in-Chriſt ; grantthe || 
firſt, grant'all, ſtand upon 000d. termes.| 
with Chriſt, bereconciled to God, andno- | WR 
thing can.dothee hurt... l 
'Burwhen weatanytimecome to com-| 
fort ſuch as have comfort for their por-| 


tion, it n= Rac Layere a;childe of i 
| God 2 
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E |God indeed, or if 1 did beleeve., ir were 


© | fomething.-  Thele be good comforts in- 


= deed , and certaine, and true, for they be 


[che word of God; but what is this tro me? I | 
Z \fnde univerſally , - that, comfort ſticks 
© |chere, and therefore we miſt labour (0 re 
E |movetbat objeQion, 

® | Fiſt of all therefore labour-to: hawk: a 
® | 200djudgementof maine truths,that theſe 
© [comforts are the comtorts of the holy 


| | God, by a generall knowledge of thetruch 


'W of hug promiles ; - thou ſhalt be better able 


F to appl y them. If thou ticke inthe prigct. 


© ples, ſo as not.coknow them ,. nor to-be- 
! tleeve them; there is no calking of the ap- 


© [plication Wy faith upon them ; we muſt 


E |makethat our owne in particular, which 


| | we beleevefirit in generall. Andtherefore 
Chriſtians muſt farſt be well ſcene in- the 
Scriptures, and in the promiſes there; that 
they may know what: belongs. to them, 
and apply chem to themlelues. 


I but my faith is weake* ForY 
H Rk 1] 
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| | Ghoſt, and, that the word is: the word of | 
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Tanſwer: Theoffice of fairhiis wo know © 
Chriſt, andthe weakeſt faith will do that, I 
as well as the ſtrongeſt : And when we are 
[once one with Chriſt, then-our perfeQion 
is to be found in him, It is the office of 
Faith to bring usto Chriſt, and then looke | 
to him forall perfe&ions,-and for thyritle | 
/tohim in heaven,and notin thy ifaith, And | 
rrue faith is faith eveniinthe leaſt degree | 

ofit, As we'llay of the elements, every | 
 |drop of waters water, and every'{parke | 
offires fire. And'therefore theargument | 

-willnothold, if we have not much faith, | 
we have no faith; orifwe have no feeling, 
wehave'no faith. There are many com. | 
mon errours which we reve wer that | 
they may not hinder us in the-application || 
of Chriſt, by diftinguiſhing 'berweene [7 
Rrong grace, and true grace;andaboveall, | 
[labour to know and underſtand thecove-| 
nant of grace. Therenor of whichrequi-| 
reth-no let meaſuresof-grace, but if:ywe be- | 
| leeve, we ſhall nor periſh, 'burhaveeverla- 
King life, under ſogracious and merciful a 
covenant | 
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covenant are-we, / LHH8P | 

| 2 Bucthis is notſuffczentro fatisfie the | | 
| [ſfoule. The very cleavingto Chrift is in- | 
| |deeda ſufficient ground of comfort, but yer 


withourevidence: and there muſt bean a& 


| [muft appeare toour felves that we do be- 


teevebefore wecan have comfort,though | 
| |we may bertrue Chriſtians, and goto hea- 


[ven without ir; Therefore let us labour to | 


make our calling andeleftion jure: that is, in| 
| our ſelves; and in our owne apprehenſion: | 


| | Gods brea(t, yer we muſt labour to-make 
[© [it fare in our owne brealts, that finnemay | 

| [all may be reconciled in our owne hearts, | 
may be done | 
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to obtaine aQtuall comfort, theremaſt be a 
knowledge that'vwve do cleave to Chrift, 
and belecyes\ Fhere may be adherence 


of reflexion to- cauſe faith of evidence, it 


thoughit be never ſo ſure init ſelfe, and in 


ned in our owne conſciences, that 


that what is done heaven, 
in our hearts alſo, being cleared to our 
owne affurance, You ſeewhat adviſe the 


Apoſtlegives, Give wht nncey got 
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' without diligence, nor withoutal diligence: | 
romake our calling and elefion ſure, that is,| 
to make our eleQion ſure, by our calling, 
| and to thatend ro adde grace £0 grace,. It 
| is thegrowing, Chriſtian, that is the Iſu-| | 
red Chriſtian, Whilcſt-we are yetadding 
to every heape , we (ball get more: abundant 
entrance, and further into the kirigdome of [e. 
ſus Coriſt,as the Apoſtle there ſpeaks. | 
3. And when we have attained any e- 
vidence of truefaith , labourto keepe that 
our evidence cleare, let it not be ſpotted or | M 
defiled by any ſinfull a&s: you have many 
a good evidence that is. ſo - blurred with | 
negligences, and daily errours-in ſpeeches | 
and converſation, that when they refle& | 
upon themſelves they conclude, Can luch | 
a wretch as I, that have ſo-looſe a:tongoe, | 
| that have no more watchfulneſſe over my 
heart, have any faith at all. And thus God 
doth ſuſpend - their. comforts :{o , that | 
though they way be in a'good eſtate for 
che maine, yerthey ſhall not know it, and 


all becauſe they are'not; carefull to _ 
_—} 


The ſecond Soon, k | 57 | 


OC ES 


| [their evidence which vwe (hould preſerve | 
| [cleareand bright, that it might beſcene and| 
read upon all occaſions, And we ſhould 
ſo keepe them bright, that our conſciences 
may witneſſe wich us, and that the Spirit | 
and the Word may joyne their-witneſlſe 
{with our conſciences. The Word ſaith, 
That he that loves the brethren is tranſlated 
I | co life, and he that heares the word, as the 
word, is Chriſts ſheepe. Now doth thy | 
conſcience tell thee, that though in weake | 
meaſure,yet 1 do ſo? Then here is the word, 
| [and thy conſcience for thee ; and doth the 
ſpirit witneſle with thy conſcicnce that it 
{ [is ſo indeedichen it is well,thou keepeftthy 
Evidenceto purpole. 2nd 


4 And whenwehave done this, letus 
make conſcience not to yecld to any bale 
doubts, and feares, and obje&ions of Sa- 
than, and our owne hearts, When we finde; ' 
any worke of grace, deny not the worke 
of God, leſt 'wegrieve the Spirit of God. | 
As ſome melancholy Chriſtians , that 
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though every man-may fee the:worke of | © 
| Godin them, yer yeeld ſo ſlaviſhlyto the! © 
| miſggidings of their hearts,and thetem pta- 
tions. of Sarhan, that they conclude they 
have no faith,no love :though other Chri- 
ſtians that can reade their evidence. better, 
ſee that they have thele in themy what di. 
honouris this to Godand his'Spirit,when 
|a darke humour ſhall prevaile more then 
|the Word, thetruthir ſelfe? chisisa great| © 
bondage which Sathan bringsthe foulein. | K 
to: hat when there is evidence of faith in | 
| [thefruits of it , yer men will beleeve a! © 
peeviſh humour, before the:yyvord and te- | | 
ſtimony of conſcience, enlighrned by the 
ſpirit. Take heed of ic as agreat pride in 
the heart, when we yceld moreroa ſturdy, 
darke, unſubdued: humour; chen'to Evi- 
dence it ſelfe. 107 931972005 5. 


+. Thereforeia {ach cafes hearken not to 
| what feare ſayey;or humour faith, 'or Sa- 
than faich, or whar the world ſaith, but 
hearken what truthitſelfe ſaith, and what 
pc; con- 
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© | forediſcerned in the fruits of ir, fo that if 
E [any grace be found,as lovetothebrethren, 
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conſcience-ſaith, when ir isenlightened by | 


—_—___ 
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© [the Spirit,as in goodtimes when weareat 
| [the beſt, True Chriſtians, though more 


remiſſe, ſhall have fo much comfort as 
ſhall fuppore them from: falling into ide- 
ſpaire, yet not ſo much as thall ſtrengthen 
them, and carry them into.a vigorous lite, 
fit for Chriſtians 1 1 alot 


$5 When wehave found any workeof 
grace, ahd thereupon that our faith is true, 
we ought to comfort ourſelves, and: to 
maintaine ourcomfort by all meanes.'E ye- 
rie grace is but faith excrciſed ;- when our 
Saviour ſaith, Te belerve in God, beleeve al- | 
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lar, Be patient, becontented, becomfarted. 
Buthe names the root of all, Faith,vwhere- 
in all graces are radically , which is there- 


hope of life everlaſting; ot the like, -chere 
is fairh, For theroot and branches be to- 
-ether, though the rootis nor alwayes dil- 
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1cerned. And therefore when we diſcover 
any.true faith in the fruicof it,ler us ſupport 
andcomfort our ſelves with it. 


\ - Forwhenaman is in Chriſt , and by 
Chriſt an heire of heaven, anda childe of 
Godgwhar in the world can befall him, that | 
{ ſhould deje& over muctr,'+ and caft him | 
|downe? Whar lofle, what crefſe, what | E 
wanc of friends, hath he not all in God, | F 
and in Chriſt, and in the promiſes Do not 
[the promiſes weigh downe all diſcourage- 
ments whatſocyer* Surely they do. And| 
therefore we muſt firive againſt dejeion. 
| Forbeſides what I ſpakechelaſtday, itis a 
diſhonour to the profeſſion of Religion, 
which is in it ſelfe ſo glorious., what a dif- 
honourto God, . and to.Chrift; when we 
have ſuch glorious prerogatives, / and pri- 
viledges, ohichthe Angels themſelves ad- 
.Wire/zFet-every petty croſleand lofle that 
we mectwithall in the world ſhould caſt | 
[us downe,we ſhould take heed exceeding- 
fyof this, and ſhould labour every gr tO 
| ; have 
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| [grand promiſe, which ifit be rooted in the 


© | us; how-will be not with him give ns all tbings | 
© | Eabour to -havetheſe things freſh in me- 
©] [mory, together with the priviledges be- 
© | longing to Chriſtians. Thinke whats it 


| [heaven, 
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have a more and morecleare fight of the 
promiſes that belong unto us,and toknow. 
the priviledges of Chriſtianity, and renew 
our faith in them continually , thac they 
may be freſh tous in all temprations; and 
occaſions whatſoever, 


k beſeech you do-but conſider any one 


ſoule, how itis able to ſupport the ſoule, 
againſt'all troubles whatfoever. As thar, 
Feare not little flocke, for it is your Fathers 
good pleaſure to give you the kingdome. Or 
that other : If God ſpared not bis Sonne for 


to be a childe of God, and an heire of 


onely to the blinde 


We muſt not looke 


| | I 3 


and 
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| and darke fideof our condition.,Chriſtians |/ 
have two ſides, one to heaven-ward, and | © 
God-ward ; and that is full of glory, cer- 


| his government in the Church, Let us 


-|all overcome in his head Chrif? Be of goo8 


| 


| ſide, andnotto be carried away with the 


come; but what are thele to a Chriſtian 


raine, and immoveable.- Another towards | 
the world, and that is oftentimes full of | 
abaſement, full of diſgrace, and deje&ion. | 
That is moveable,ſometimes better,ſome- 
times worſe, as God plcaſcth to diſpenſe 


looke to the grace, tothe comforts that be- 
long to thatgrace, tothe promiſes, the beſt 


darkneſſe of the other, 


Itis a terrible ſight to looken upon ſinne, 
and miſerie, and hell, and judgement to 


that is in Ghriſt, that ſceth them all ſubdu- | #7 
ed, and ovyercometo him+ The afliai-| 1 
ons of the world, and the croſſes of the 
world, what arc they to a ſoule, that is 
alreadicin heaven by faith, and ſectbthew 


comfort, 1 baves overcome the world. * nd 
there- | 


as es. att; ent. A it, rat my TY 
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@ |but if we be Chridiate, let us live by faith, J : 
7 |looketo the bet part: looke, upwards and| - 
: forwards to that which is eternall. 


©] [graces of the Spirit -in .continuall exerciſe 
{| |upon. all occaſions. For grace cxcrciled 
| [brings certaine comfor:: it may be with a 
© [Chriſtian in his feelings as with the worſt 
& |man living ; buthe may thanke his owne 
| [negligence,his owne dulnefle;his not ttir- 
+ [ring up of the graces of Godin him, For| 
| [therefore it is that he hangs the wing;upon 
© [every pettie croſle, on every occaſion; La- 
{ |bour to have an heart ready to exerciſe 
& [prace ſuteable to that occaſion ; for then | 

{grace will refle& ſweetly , where there is 
[linceritieandgracein exerciſe, Sinceritie 
alone will not comforta man, unleſſe it 
grow upto fruifalneſle : and fruittulnefle| 
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, ; chereforc we mult not be fo malignant, as 
© |to lookeall upon one part of a Chriſtian, 
| [and that the wor(er part whichis the ob. | 


| 


jeQ of lence ; for {hame;, live nor by lence: 


5 And witball labour to keepe the 


which 
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{ which ſprings from the exerciſe of grace, 
| hath a {veer refleQion upon the ſoule, 
Remember Lord how I have walked befare 
thee, in truth, and with a perfeft beart, ſaith 
| Hezekiab. He flood then moſt inneedof 
| comfort, and this comforted him, this his 
refle&ion upon his former ſinceritic, So 
when a man can appeale unto God as| 

| Peter did, Lord thou knoweſs 1 lorpe thee: o| 
much fincerity , ſo much boldneſſe with God, 
And therefore lecus keep grace in exerciſe, | | 
chat we may be fruitfull in our lives and| þ 
converſations,and then we ſhal bealwai s | | 
comfortable. 


Andtoaddea little, there is nograce in| 
a Chriſtian, bur if it be exerciſed, there isa| 
ſuteable comfort upon it even here in this | 
| world; Thereis a Premium ante promivm,| Þ 
A reward before a reward. Nay , the 
Heathen men , Socrates , andthe beſt of| | 
them, {o farre as they exerciſed the natural 
goodnefle that was inthem; their conſci- 
ences refleQed peace fo farre as they wete| 


good 


mc 
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| good, and did good, they had peace;tmuch 


J | tation, when he oyercomes any uncleane, 
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in ſtrength, and refolucion for the time to | 
cone, the: ore:he groweth in irvvard 


[to heavens! and! the righ 
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more peace then bad men had. God gave 
even thern ſome rewards; upon diſcharge 
of theirducies ; he will not be beholdee'to 


|any man, that exercileth any degree” of 


goodnefie that is in him. Mack more 
therefore: (hall a childe 'of -God enjoy it; 
when he exerciſeth his graces inanytemp- 


cacchly, yaine-glorious yindiftive;or any 
ocherbuſetid, he ſhall inde peace of 'con- 
ſcience ſuteable zand che' more he'gy 


peace, Righreonſneſſs and peace gotogether, 


| [not onely the righteouſnefle of Chriſt, and | 


our reconciliation before God; butalſo che 
righteouſneſſe of an holy lifeyand' Fe 


in our own conſciences. 


.\The cinkebonſaciſe of Chriſt eniidles 


holy life ſheweth my citle unto comfort. As 


teouſnele of art | 
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lo fanRification alſo: Chrift i is firſt King of | 
riehteouſneſſe, and then King of peace. And E: 
| therfore where there is no rightcouſnelle, 
there is.no. peace» But on the contrary, as | | 
heat followeth the fire,” and as the beames. 

bave an emanation from the Sunne, ſo 
doth comfortariſe rows y _—_ y 
from 4 Brace exerciſed. i: 


" Therefore they that would: bajo in- 
| ward Negonlerthrdi labour to begratious, 
and that not: onely i in the inward frame of || 
the heart,bur. in the exerciſe of grace upon 
all occaſions! For chey chat walke according | 
| co4his rulegthat is;of be new creature, peace | 

be to them, and the whole Iſrael of God. Gal, | | 
45: 16, anexat and — will _ 
[conſtant peace tor wn 30 ohh 


| Therefore let us labour Gf fie intereſt 
in Chriſtsrightcoulnefſe, andthen for the 
xig eoufoelle of ani holy life ; for a conſci- 
enceto;juſtifie us,thar we have no purpoie 
tg vive 4 inapy ſinne,-arid.a.nor accuſing! 
7 cON- | 
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| | conſcience - will be a juſtifying conlci-/ 
ence, What a blefled condition (hall we| 
© bein, tobe in Chriſt, and to know that we - 

are ſo? Oh che-heaven on earth of ſuch a| 
| | man, as. is in that condition/ -For which 
| | way ſoever he looks, he finds matter of 
comfort, If he looks backward, .tothe go-| 
veramegne of theſpirit that hath ruled him-| 
|inthe former part of his life , he may ſay 


with Saint Paul, Ibave fought 4 good fiebt, 


Thaye runne the race that God bath: ſet before 


1m And whata ſweet refle@ion is this? he | - 
| | is not afraid co looke backe to his life paſt 
as other. men, It he looks forward;heceath'| 


2 place. prepated-for: himin heaven; and 
there he ſees himſelfe | already in Chriſt: 


hence forth. chere 4 laid up for me acrowne| 
| of righteonſneſſe,] which the righteous judge 
(ball give me as that day 


« and all that love 


| his appearing, ſaith he, there, When there 
| comes ill tydings of the Church abroad, 
and at home,itdoth not much diſmay him, |. 
his heart is fixed, be beleeverh in God, and | 

in Chriſt; and charkeepes/ him from bi | 
[ like] 
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ſo ſanRitication alſo: Chriſt is firſ King of | ; 
righteouſneſſe, and then King of peace. And | 
therfore where there is no righteouſneſle, | 
there is no. peace»: But on the contrary, as | 
heat followeth the fare, and as the beames 
_ |bave ancmanation from the Sunne, fo 
doth comfortariſe 090% y yenely 
from grace exerciſed. i: 


| Therefore they that would: have in-| E 
ward odir mile labout to begratious, | 
and that, not onely i in theinward frame of | 


the heartybut. in the exerciſe of grace upon | 
all occaſions! For chey that walke according | 

tothjs rule;that is;ofthe'new creature, peace 
| be to them, and the whole Iſrael of God, Gal. | 
25-16. Anexatt and eng 
conſiant PEACE: | 6 20 «FR: "AM: 
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| Thereforelet us labour Gf Gor intereſt 
| in Chrifts:ti ghtcoulnefle, and then for the| | 
: rig tncoufociiaof an holy life; fora conſci- | 
encetojuſtific us,that we have no purpoic 
| olive jnny finad4c :aridia-nor/accuſing | 
nl CON | 
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| | way ſoever he looks, he finds matter of 


| [194, And whata ſweet refle&ion is this? he 
as orhermen, It. hefooks forward;he {cer 
| therehe ſees himſelfe ' already in Chriſt: 


of r igbreonſ neſſe o which ther ighteous judge 
- and all that love | 


in Chriſt; and ctharkeepes/him from __ 
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man, as. is in that condition! For which 


comforc, If he looks backward, .tothe go- 
vernmenc of theſpirit that: hath ruled him 
inthe former part of his life , he may ſay 
with Saint Paul, Ibave fought a good fiebr, 
IThaye rune the trace that God bath' ſet before 


is not afraid to looke backe to his life paſt 
2 place. prepated-for: himin heaven; and 


hence forth rhere & laid up for we 4 crowne | 


(ball give me- as that day 


3 on 


his appearing, ſaich he, there, When there 


| | conſcience -will .be a juſtifying conlci-/ 
® |cnce, What a blefled condition ſhall we 
© bein, tobe in Chriſt, and to know that we - 

are {os Oh che heaven on earth of ſuch a 


comes ill cydings of the Church abroad, | 


and at home,itdoth not much diſmay him, 
his heart is fixed, he beleeverh in God, and 


am 
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| like a road (haken with every winde.  For| 
reproaches , and dilgraces that he meets 
Withall in the world , he weares them as 
' | hiscrowne, if they be for: Religion and 
goodnclle Cake. Forhis witnefle is-in hea- 
| | ven, and inhis owne conſcience. And God 
[in heaven, and his conſcience within, do 
acquit him, and if he ſufferfor his deſerts, 
[yetin all afflictions God dealeth with him 
as a correRing father, heknoweth he hath 


TY bY Wb buthe lookes'on then as 


toming froma father in covenant with 
him : And what can come from a father 
but what is ſweet? Heſees it moderated | 
and ſyweerened, andinthe iffue tending to 0 
| make him more holy. The ſting is taken 
out, and a-bleſſing is upon it, to-make hin | 
better. ::: And thereforewhat can make a | 
Chriſtian uncomfortable when he hath the 
oy ab Cir, and faith the root ofgrace 


Theſe caiabats belagh wemed with 
meditation, will ftickecloſe to the heart: 
pon_ that arc cine are-they that | 


yorke . 
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worke. Let them therefore not onely enter 
into the braine and flecte there, but let 
chem ſinke into the heart by often conſide- 
ration of Gods love in Chriſt, and the pri- 
yiledges of Chriſtians here,and in heaven, 
where our head is, and wher2 we ſhall be 
ere long: Warme the heart with | 


theſe, 


